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 A convert … ? 

'What I saw last week was the extent to 

which longer term health issues tend to 

take second place to managing 

immediate safety risks. Things get put on 

the 'to-do' list but somehow never get 

done, leaving people at risk....‘ 

 

Judith Hackitt 13 August 2012 
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Accident v Ill Health Fatals 



So… safety….                                 Vs. 



Deaths from ill-health 



What are HSE doing…. 

• Working with others in partnership 

 

– CONIAC Health Risks Working Group 

– Supply chain 

– Dust partnership 

– Constructing Better Health (CBH) 

 



What are HSE doing…..(1) – CONIAC 

Health Risks Working Group 

 

• What is ‘occupational health’ 

– Guidance for employers, employees, 

designers 

– ‘Myth busting’ – e.g. health surveillance 

• Future focus on ‘Top 5’ risks 

– ‘Burden of occupational cancer’ report 

 



Burden of occupational cancer 

Lesley Rushton / Imperial College London: 

http://www.nature.com/bjc/journal/v107/n1s/index.html 

• Asbestos 

• Solar radiation 

• Silica 

• Painters 

• Diesel EEE 

• PAH – Coal tars / pitches 

 

http://www.nature.com/bjc/journal/v107/n1s/index.html


What are HSE doing..(2) Supply chain 

• Supply chain – strands to date : 

– Manual handling of kerbs and paving,  

heavy blocks, plasterboard 

– silica exposure from kerb and paving 

cutting + cutting roof tiles 

– HAV from portable vibrating tools 

• Current one : 

– Paving, road and highway work 



What are HSE doing…..(3) - CBH 

 

 



What are HSE doing…..(4) – silica /dust 

 

• Priority Inspection Topic since 2009 

• Very good stakeholder buy-in 

 



Control of silica risks : roof tile cutting 

Wet Cutting = 
 

–  Dedicated cutting area 

–  Scaffold board protection  

–  Associated RPE use  



Interim Position 

Valleys 

– Cut in-situ using Protection Factor 20 RPE 



What about RPE 

Disposable (FFP3) 

PF = 20 

Powered Respirator with Hood 



What about RPE 

Must fit correctly Be worn correctly 



Valley Tiles 

HSL found significant short term exposures: 

• Silica: 1.7 – 9.9 mg/m3 

• Respirable dust: 3.9 – 50 mg/m3 

• Inhalable dust also very high 

 

 

 



Valley Tiles 

• NFRC guidance 

• Supported by HBF, NHBC, 

roofing training groups 

•Bedding in period   

 



Thank you for listening 

Any questions ? 

 
Ian Strudley 

HM Principal Inspector 

Head of Health Risk Management Unit 

Construction Division 

HSE 

01256 404085 

ian.strudley@hse.gsi.gov.uk 
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