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Construction Sites – Regulation by 

SEPA



Aim to inform you on activities regulated by SEPA

• Regulations

• Level of Authorisation

• Application

• Construction SUDS

Agenda



SEPA and Environmental Legislation

• Water activities including discharges, 

abstractions, impoundments, engineering on bed 

& banks

• Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2011 (CAR)

• Waste activities including reuse and disposal of 

waste materials

• The Waste Management Licensing (Scotland) 

Regulations 2011 (WML)

• Pollution Prevention and Control (Scotland) Regulations 

2012 (PPC)



Levels of Authorisation & Fees



CAR Practical Guide
GBR Registration Simple Licence Complex Licence

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/34761/car_a_practical_guide.pdf


Application forms

Registration Simple, Complex & Project licence   

(Responsible Person)

( 



Construction SUDS Licence
Licence type Simple licence Complex licence Project-based

Charging activity 

description

Any other activity 

subject to a simple 

licence

Any other activity 

subject to a complex 

licence

“large and complex”

Application fee £2101 £3152

Time and materials 

at £89 / hour.Subsistence fee / 

year
£0 £2361

Construction 

activity

Single lane road / 

track or pipe/ 

services 

infrastructure >5km 

and <10km in 

length.

Area of the 

construction site 

between 4 and 15 

hectares (approx. 10 

acres to 37 acres) 

for transport 

infrastructure, 

housing and any 

other construction 

projects.

Large construction 

projects where the 

area of the 

construction site is 

greater than 15 

hectares (>37 acres) 

for transport 

infrastructure, 

housing and any 

other construction 

project.

Inspections / year 0-1 1-2 2+



Surface water management & 

construction SUDS



General Binding Rule 10b (CAR)

• Requirement for a construction SUDS 

(GBR10b) where a construction site, including 

any constructed access tracks:

• Has an area of 4 hectares or less;

• A length of 5km or less;

• Includes any area of less than 1 hectare or any 

length of less than 500 metres on ground with a 

slope in excess of 25 degrees

• Above this level the activity will be regulated 

via a Construction SUDS Licence



Construction SUDS Licence

• GBR10b

• Know how your site works and how you are 

controlling the run-off to prevent sediment going into 

the river

• Construction SUDS Licence

• Application to SEPA

• Write a Pollution Prevention Plan (WAT-SG-75)

• Keep the Pollution Prevention Plan up-to-date

• Work on site as described in the Pollution 

Prevention Plan



Pollution Prevention Plan

• What land?

• What construction activity?

• Point of Contact

• Identify pollution risks

• How are you preventing pollution?

• Managing the water run-off

• What if something goes wrong?

• How do you know your Pollution 

Prevention Plan is effective and being 

adhered to?

• Who is in charge of making the plan 

work?



Environment on a Construction Site



WHY ARE WE DOING IT? 



Surface water management & 

construction SUDS

• Different elements in 

combination: 

• silt fences (terram)

• V ditches

• check dams

• Siltbusters

• catch pits

• lagoons

• Good practice:

• Separate clean 

water from dirty 

water (e.g. cut off 

ditches) to minimise 

dirty water volumes

• Keep soil on land!

• Don’t use permanent 

SUDs

• Avoid using 

flocculants (if 

possible)



Impacts of silt pollution 

downstream

Poor practice. Release of fine sediments during the construction 

phase can pollute watercourses leading to loss of, or damage to, 

protected species and habitats such as fish spawning areas



Examples of SUDS elements



Make sure they are fit for purpose



Maintaining SUDS is important



Access /Haulage Roads



Going wrong

Silt in D&G



Going wrong



• MORE PHOTOS

Going wrong



Your Responsibilities

• Responsible Person – liable for meeting licence 

conditions

• There may be conditions within licence requiring 

drawings, ‘method statements’ to be submitted 

and agreed with SEPA.

• Construction SUDS licence will need to be 

surrendered on completion of work.

• CARE! Temporary crossings covered by GBR

• CAR Licence variations (if details change, e.g. 

NGR for crossing altered); Transfers possible

• Monitoring works for large scale projects



In the event of an incident call -


