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Evolution of SG4

› Since its introduction SG4 has played a significant part in changing the 
culture of the industry and raising the standards of safety.

› SG4 was initially introduced to the industry in 2000 with subsequent 
revisions in 2005, interim in 2008, 2010 and 2015 with the latest update 
SG4:22 launched in December of 2022.

› SG4 went through quite a rapid evolution in the early days hence the need 
for an interim update in 2008. 

› SG4;22 is more of a fine-tuning exercise from SG4:15 rather than trying to 
reinvent the wheel.
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SG4 in Practice

› The NASC accident statistics speak for 
themselves and are testament to the 
fact that SG4 works. 

› Since the introduction of SG4 the 
industry has seen an 87% reduction  in 
the number of reported falls involving 
scaffolders. 

› This is despite an increase in numbers 
of operatives working for NASC 
member companies of nearly 50%.

› The HSE continue to support the NASC 
SG4 working party and have worked 
alongside the NASC again with the 
latest update.

› The guidance continues to follow the 
principles set out in the hierarchy of 
prevention and protection embodied in 
the Work at Height Regulations 2005.
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Availablity

› The SG4 Management guide is 
currently available as PDF only.

› NASC members can download it 
from NASC ePortal.

› Free to download for anybody 
from the NASC website: 
https://nasc.org.uk/shop/ 

› A6 sized booklets (SG4:22YOU) 
available in 2023 (February or 
March). 
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Timeframe for Implementation

› Scaffolding Contractors  

› Scaffolding contractors will be expected to start 
managing work at height to the new SG4:22 
standard as soon as relevant staff have been 
briefed/trained on the updates.

› It is recommended scaffolding contractors include 
relevant changes to their site-specific risk 
assessment/method statements (RAMS), especially 
regarding fragile surfaces, system scaffolding and 
temporary roofs, and brief scaffold operatives on 
the updated RAMS with records retained.

› Scaffolders

› It is recommended scaffolding contractors brief 
scaffolders on the key changes to SG4, and issue 
the new SG4:22 booklets when they become 
available in 2023 (currently targeted for 
February/March). 
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Fragile Surfaces

› Following two fatal accidents involving scaffolders working for 
non-NASC member companies falling through fragile roofs, the 
NASC has expanded the guidance for working on or near fragile 
surfaces. 

› This includes information for employers and scaffolders for 
assessing and controlling the risks associated with potentially 
fragile surfaces.
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Industry Lessons Learned

› Industry and accident and enforcement 
action learning with updated guidance 
and case studies.
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System Scaffolding

› Since the inception of SG4, the guidance has 
recommended that suppliers and 
manufacturers of proprietary system scaffolding 
are responsible for providing instructions for the 
safe erection and use of their products. 

› NASC has recommend that the principles of 
prevention and protection in SG4 should be 
adopted by the manufacturers. 

› One area of concern that the SG4 working party 
were asked to consider was the installation and 
removing of system decking on partially 
boarded structures. 

› The 2022 edition includes guidance on systems 
of work for handling decking whilst avoiding the 
need to climb the structure relying solely on 
personal fall protection equipment (safety 
harnesses).
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Updated for Technical Guidance

› The guidance has been updated 
to reflect changes brought about 
by the revised NASC technical 
guidance TG20:21 in 2021. 

› Examples include updated 
illustrations such as TG20 
loading bays and associated safe 
systems of work.
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Working With Beams

› Scaffolders continue to innovate and devise 
safer methods of working, one area where 
we reflected industry good practice are 
examples of safer working with beams. 

› The revised guidance includes more 
applications for working with beams using 
temporary boarding and collective 
protection, including the erection of gantry 
scaffolds.
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Temporary Roofs

› One area of particular concern 
raised by the NASC SG4 Working 
Group was related to the 
construction of traditional 
temporary roofs.

› SG4 now includes some basic 
principles that should be 
embodied into the design of such 
temporary roofs and planning of 
safe systems of work by 
scaffolders.
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Other Additions

› With the increase in the use of 4-point chin 
strap type climbing type helmets in 
scaffolding operations, these are covered 
in more detail.
› Can offer more protection.

› Use must be subject to a suitable risk 
assessment.

› Requirement to meet the appropriate 
standards.

› Guidance on the protection of 3rd parties 
working on scaffolds which may not be 
fully boarded, for example shrink wrap or 
advertising banner installation.
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Questions
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All rights, including copyright and trademarks, are expressly reserved and no part of these materials may be 
reproduced or distributed outside of the customer's organization in any form without our (BrandSafway) prior 
written consent. 
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Your partner of choice
› Mark Collinson

› Phone: +44 7968 605222

› Email: mcollinson@lyndon-sgb.co.uk
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