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NFRC overview
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121
17

5  

18

84

49 14
4

518

• 121 Technical & safety publications

• 17 New technical publications    

currently being formulated 

• 49 External committees attended

• 14 BS committees NFRC are 

members of

• 84     British Standards

• 5 NRC Technical committees

18 and working groups

• 4 National Occupational Standards 

reviewed

• 518 Technical enquiries in 2023 



Technical support and advice

• Technical support and advice

for all roofing disciplines

• Health, Safety and 

Environmental support

• Signposting for mental health 

and wellbeing support

PolicyPolicy Practice



What an achievement…

15

times lower than 

national average

Leading

the way in identifying 

trends and acting 

accordingly

0.26%

accident rate

0.44%

average accident 

rate for last 5 years



Health & Safety



Battens

Table 3 BS 5534 stipulates a minimum 

depth of batten for spans up to a 

maximum of 600mm is 25mm



Internal Fall Prevention (IFP)



Roofing battens Safety Alert and Toolbox Talk

Batten Safety

BS 5534 graded battens 

may be used as an 

alternative to roof ladders 

in line with current 

guidance in the Health and 

Safety Executive’s HSG 33 

“Health and Safety in Roof 

work” and INDG 284 

“Working on Roofs”.



Roofing battens

Check the documentation with each delivery of 

batten, it should state at least the following:

• Name of supplier (the company that graded the 
roofing battens NOT the distributor)

• Origin (imported and/or the timber species 
code)

• Graded in accordance with BS 5534

• Basic size

• Type of preservative (where applicable)



• Not roofing contractors

• Not trained for working 

at height

• Delay in installation 

contrary to BS 5534 and 

BS 8000 part 6

Sequence



• Walking on the laid roof covering should 

be avoided; 

• Reduce foot traffic on the finished roof;

• On most sloping roofs, suitable roof 

ladders or crawling boards will be 

essential;

HSG33 Update: Slated and Tiled (pitched) Roofs



Hazards during and post construction



Fire Stopping



Firestop to Party and Compartment Walls

• The space between the top of a party or 

compartmental wall and the slates or 

tiles should be completely filled with a 

fire topping material above and below 

the underlay to fill all gaps. 

• Packing should be compressed by the 

slates or tiles.

• There should be no path for smoke or 

flame to penetrate from one side of the 

wall to the other.

• Fire protection should extend into any 

void, such as boxed eaves.



• 2.2.1 Dwellings in 

different occupations

• 2.2.2 Dwellings with 

common occupation

• 2.2.3 Separation between 

domestic and non-

domestic buildings

• 2.2.4 Domestic Garages

Domestic Technical Handbook Section 2 Fire



Thank you
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